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Columnist Tom Jackson hired by Pasco Clerk Paula O"Neil 

C.T. Bowen, Pasoo TimBS Columnist 

Ponner Tampa Tribune ooll1mnistTom ,Jac1cson is now working for Pasco Circuit Court Clerk lind Comptroller 
Paula S. O'Neil, responding to public Tecord5 req\\ests. 

Jac1(son is heing paid $So,ooo with no benefits under n 12-month contract requiring him to work 20 hOl1rs 
wccldy, O'Neil said. 

fn a July 6 memo to her staff annollncing the hiring, O'Neil said, the nnmber ofpublic reoolxls rcqucRtR has 
grown from lib requcBts in 2012 to 272 (involving more than 600 email meBs.,geS) in the first nine mOllth~ of 
the current fiscnl year. 
She noted a 2015 Tampa Bay Times story abollt cities and counties heing forced to make payouts for 
non-oompliance to records Tequests, 

Until.lackson's hiring, puhlic records requc81B to the clerk were handled by O'Neil's information teChnology 
director, Tim Jamison. O'Neil, however, said she need Jami8tln to r~ncentratc on his primary duties. 

Oil works roally well for us. We're forl1mal:e to have him," O'Neil said ofJackwn. 

,Jackson couldn't he reached for immediate comment. 

He became awilahlc when the Tampa Ray Times acquired, then folded the Tribtmc in May. He also writ.es 
columns for The T.Jlker, a weekly newspaper in ccntrlll1'McO. and for web-based outlets. 



~lInva D.ll.l ~illlrs 
., Wlt."fJl,,'11 PllLtTlEII PIIflES 

BAY BUZZ 

nisI Tom Jackson hired by Pasco Clerk Paula O'Neil 

90_ . PMOO T1 me. Col""'....t 

11111 ! :25pm 

Parmer Tampa TrlbuJ>C 00111 t1"'~ Tom Ja~kwn is ncn.- ""(Irklns rOlf Pasco Circuit Coun l:krk and C.ompln>l1er 
Paub S. O'~eil, re9pondlll& I" public ~rd& requestfi. 

Jackson i.<; being pRill $so,ooowith no benefits und.lfa I:.!-month contract requiring him 10 " ... rk:w hours 
weekI\', O':-Icll Raid. 

In " July 6 m~mo to her staff pnlKlUncing I he hiring, O'XeU sn!d, the nll mhtor or public l'I:'«Irds requests ha.< 

S ....... " from S6 requ\'5l$ in 2012 to 272 (in,\.iving more than boo email mCll!Ul~") in tho! first nine month~or 


Ih e ~""""t fiscal year. 

~h~ ""led a 2015 T3mpo. IJ.:Iv TimCII ~l"'y ~1>l'1I1 citiu and eountlCS bemS ("",.,.I tu m~ke payouts for 

""n"",ompiianc.! 10 re.::ords rcqUCi<~'_ 


Until JaCk!l<l"" hiri,,&. public records requc~t,<; In the "k'k ",~re h3ndJed by O'),'c,1', inforlMliun technololQ" 

dIrector. nm .rR ,IIi...,o. O':>leil. huwe''er. SOlid ~hc 1101"<1 JII"liwn to con"""l1'fIl~ on hi. pri' IIl''''' uuties, 


"It ....orks reall)' well fnr U~_ W .. '", furtunate to have him," O'N .. ,I ""iu uf Ja~kson 

Joclu;on MO,I,I,,'[ "" ",ached for immediate 0,0""''''''1. 

He t--..m~ anilablc "nell the T amI'" ~ Times acquired, then fold",) lh" Tribune in Ma) . Hr. al"" "'ril"" 
""lumo$ for 'the L:lker . ...·ffl'kly !rew'p;lpcr in central 1'11.""", Anrl fur "'"b-bascd outlell;, 


